RELIGIOUS RADICALISM AND KNOWLEDGE
The knowledge of religion does not save from radicalism

That has been proved by the events of recent decades and time itself. It is paradoxical, but facts say that knowledge, even the most profound but received from unscrupulous religious ministers, becomes a strong reason for carrying out actions incompatible both with the essence of religion and secular laws of society in which believers, very religious persons, persons of little faith and absolutely irreligious citizens live. Therefore, not every kind of knowledge can direct a person at a right, virtue and religious path, and knowledge of religion is not exception in this case. 
It is generally known that the knowledge of basics of religion cannot guarantee that the followers of one or another trend in religion will not display radicalism and extremism. 

The felling is argued not only with the presence of the followers’ deep religiosity, what is quite normal. The matter is a wrong interpretation of that religiosity.  

However, the roots of a person’s aggressive and extremist behavior in society are associated not only with his religious views. Most things are related to other elements of interrelations in society and the world. 

Nowadays, interpersonal, social and political contradictions are vividly reflected in religious radicalism, and, unfortunately, in this combination they become apparent quickly and are carried out in practice. The results are almost always deplorable. 

Though a comprehensive study of the negative phenomenon, related to social and economic problems in some countries and prosperity of national Chauvinism in others, i.e. in Muslim and Western countries correspondently, especially in present-day Europe, makes come to a conclusion that it is the quality of knowledge and aims of gaining it in every sphere, especially in religious one, that is more important than knowledge itself. 

There are a lot of examples of that. I think that in both cases the main reason is a hyperbolized and unhealthy sense of superiority of one race with its religious convictions (the first case) and inferiority of another race (in the countries of the so-called Third world), where religion is the only ideological support. 

Nearly 80% of negative events happen in underdeveloped countries – in Africa, the Greater Middle East and Eurasia where both of the above-given phenomena occur and are apparent. They set serious psychological problems people have in their behavior in motion. The absence of national identity in these countries gave a serious impetus to that, too. There, there is, actually, no another system of values except a religious one.

Nobody will dispute seriously the opinion that a person with a healthy psyche will start shooting tens of innocent people in broad daylight, or destroy buildings with people in it (Trade Center in New-York), or suicide himself in a crowded place – on a market, station or underground. All this happens in various countries worldwide.

I am sure that the executors of bloody acts had a good knowledge of Christian and Muslim religions. However, it did not prevent them from doing their fearful evil. On the contrary, a wrong use of religious knowledge by them became the main source of changes in their psyche, conduct to the worse. And that led and still leads such pseudo-believers to the path which is incompatible with regulations of both the religions and is contradictory to the rules of interrelations in society. 

It has been established that the mind of inveterate, I would say, mentally ill fans becomes disabled at the height of the match. I think that if the mind is involved in the process, it may prevent the fans from displaying super-sensibility for the sake of which they came to the station. The senses of the kind bring fans to a certain ecstasy and drive their mind which is not well-developed to a godforsaken place. Therefore, the behavior of infuriated fans, not pleased with the game of their favorite club, is often unpredictable. They do not realize what they are doing at the moment of anger, a moment of rupture of relations between mind and heart. Something similar happens to the radical believers’ sense of religion. 

Here is another example. Most people know that nationalism, seemingly useful for the nation, like a warm, gnaws inside, eating up the followers’ energy. As usual, unfortunately for its ideologists and despite everything, it does not make nations balanced; it creates the image of enemy even if it does not exist in reality, because a hated enemy is an important condition for existence or manifestation of nationalism, especially as national chauvinism. The same is the characteristic of religious extremism, laid in the foundation of terror in its widely spread variant like religious “suicide bombers”. The combination of these two psychological factors puts hatred in motion manifested through suicide like killing oneself and others for the same vicious reasons. Therefore, I am glad that nationalism and religious radicalism of the kind are senses alien to our nation. Let everybody decides himself whether it is good or bad. I am against nationalism in its negative manifestation. And I condemn religious radicalism for three reasons: 

a) It does not proceed from the regulations of religion;

b) It brings grief to persons who have neither relation to religion not the reasons and cases of its abnormal shocking demonstration;

c) It emasculates the very essence of religion, making it the source of evil in people’s eyes, though that must not be indeed. 

… Dear readers, we have digressed from the subject. Can we oppose the knowledge of religion to all this?! Can comprehensive knowledge of religion block man’s way to committing a crime or prevent him from doing that?! I think no, though in this case there are probably exceptions. 

However, let’s remember the creation of the mass destruction weapons – nuclear, chemical and bacteriological bombs. Were the creators of these appalling weapons illiterate or mentally ill? Of course, no. A good knowledge has never brought to crimes surely in the history of mankind, but that takes place very often. The example of the academician Andrei Sakharov, the father of the hydrogen bomb, is very instructive. 

Tens years after the creation of this weapon, he understood his terrifying mistake and tried to expiate his fault with human rights activity till the end of his life. He did not manage to do that and took his sin with him to the grave. This is for this reason probably that the organizers of terror acts think over the variant of killing the executor of the act in advance. This is also an important constituent of this kind of crimes. 

Therefore, I am coming out against the strenuously propagandized slogan that as if the basics of religion taught at schools to under age students can guarantee their refusal from a desire to join extremist groups which use regulations of religion for making our children zombies. Debates about this were held before. But then a textbook on the history of religion, not religion itself, was proposed. 

If there is not integrated approach specified for presentation of religious knowledge to pupils, they can only expand the network of radicals supported by foreigners. 

Ours are not ready for that yet. Our rich persons do not venture to deposit funds to projects for coming 10 to 15 years. That is a private business of every person who chooses his road on his own or is helped by other persons interested in that. 

I would like to remember for your information that a pupil understanding religion well can himself found a radical group at school for fighting against corruption and bribery which are contradictory to the laws of religion and those of a secular state. And this is for one simple reason that Islam prohibits these vices and punishes guilty persons mercilessly. 

Speaking about comprehensive measures, I mean this not the least of the factors. Everybody is aware of a deplorable situation in our schools. It will not seem easy to teachers and their administration to neighbor with “ideological fighters” with religious inside. Some may say that it is even good, that at last ruinous phenomena at schools will be eliminated with the pupils’ efforts. If it were so?! The fight of the kind will not be limited to the school and may assume a quite different nature. 

The advocates of religious education at schools will concern themselves with that beforehand. That will be part of the struggle for power by all available and inaccessible means. 

So, there is time so far to think over well before making a decision about this delicate problem. Absolutely competent, ideologically grounded officials, teachers, professors, religious figures, etc., knowing their work “excellently”, can only be on a razor’s edge and not suffer. 

It is not a secret that there are few persons of the kind. If this is really so, then I am sure that it is time to use brains actively to solve the problem taking into consideration all real circumstances and predicted consequences. By the way, the Merciful God, too, would be pleased with that.               

