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Questions immediately arose whether religion is a part of culture, if yes, how to “squeeze” the very culture into the frames of one religion and, actually, what the culture itself consists of in general.
Experts from different countries have gathered in Baku to answer these more than serious questions at the international conference called “Culture and beauty in Islam”. Apparently, the conference gave a practical opportunity to demonstrate once again how Azerbaijan is devoted to mutual understanding, dialogues between religions and culture of peoples of the world.
I would like to express my viewpoint as an addition to the discussed subjects of the agenda of the scientific and practical conference. 
Naturally, the role of religion in the forming of peoples’ culture as a belief in One Allah is generally recognized. Experts, scholars and theologians believe that Islam can serve as a complete structure for organizing human community. The latter as we know perceives culture as something consisting of many elements: from the culture of belief to culture of waging wars or carrying on a dialogue to avoid bloodshed, e.i. establishing peace and concord among countries, peoples or ethnoses and confessions in one and the same state. 
We can only definitely say, of course, that unlike other religious scriptures, the Holy Qur’an includes ayat and surahs forming culture. They could and did become a foundation for final forming of culture of most Muslim nations. However, this is just one, but very important side of the matter. Before adoption of Islam, there were approximately system culture and rules of co-existence, for example, in Middle Asia. They have not lost their significance nowadays either. Most elements of original culture of peoples in Middle Asia managed to avoid the influence of religion, for instance, attributes of Novruz and Id al-fitr (the lesser Bairam) holidays, wedding rites live on as a part of everyday culture.  The same can be said about Azerbaijan. 
In this case how to substantiate the raised thesis “Culture in Islam”?
Undoubtedly, unlike the Bible, including the Gospel, its constituent, containing good news according to four apostles, the Qur’an is recognized to be sent down by Allah and, per se, reflects the majority of Muslim civilization elements.  Proceeding at least from this precondition, one can speak about an important role of Islam in the forming of regional cultures of Muslims of many countries – from Northern Africa to Azerbaijan. 

I would compare Islam, more specifically the Qur’an, to a ready “approved” from above general plan of “construction” of a common building in which dominate universal, morally and regionally diverse values depending on the character, mentality and mode of life of different nations on the whole space where the given religion is spread.
As far as I know nobody has ever tried to disclaim that religion is a constituent of culture. If this is the case, how can a part define the whole? This is at least contradictory to simple logic. We are prone to search for harmony, cause-and-effect relation in everything. Religious canons generate from this universal approach as well. This is the rule of any scientific and unscientific researches. Naturally, one should not consider the divine predestination as a certain proof and exclude the role of mental capabilities of a reasonable human being created by the absolute, an initial cause, the essence of which passes, apparently, all understanding and opportunities of the lifetime given to each of us.  

Religious figures and ulema are diligently repeating that when you have known yourself, you will know the Lord, though nobody provides exact ways and opportunities of such kind of self-knowledge anywhere. So, we can suppose that the knowledge of one’s essence and then that of the Creator was not initially given to a human being who can spend his/her short period of life in searches of his/herself and desired God.
We have seemingly deviated from the subject. I think the approach itself to the definition of primacy of one of two important notions, religion and culture, required that. I am a strong advocate of the view that culture is a wider notion than all religions put together. Here, one can refer to the fact that culture, in its wider sense, includes both a human’s moral life and material side of his earthly existence. However, by no means I diminish the role of a religion, especially Islam, in the forming and development of its followers’ world-view, mode of life and actions motives. No matter how we try to embrace more, religious perception as well as faith requires an individual approach. 
Culture, with the human being’s moral principles, including religion itself, is universal in its predestination and, per se, covers an individual’s and society’s life from A to Z. A human being can deny any or all religions theoretically and even practically, while he/she fails to get rid off the comprehensive impact of culture. This can take place in case of the human’s full insulation from society, what is inconceivable. Culture exists due to people, their ability of preserving moral and material values created by many generations. 

Faith exists beyond our human will and does not “suffer” when somebody decides to deny it as a principle of religion. Divinity attached to religious canons and statutes makes them independent on human mind and deeds. In most cases, they keep their “savagery” as God’s words. The knowledge of the meaning of faith becomes an intractable problem for the absolute majority of devotees. Those who speak about supposedly perceived meaning of believing are at least cunning; they apparently want to be distinguished in the religiously ignorant mass, to surpass other believers. This has logic as well. The higher the knowledge degree, the stronger the thirst to it is, especially when someone from mere mortals is already supposed to be on its attractive top. 
Besides, cultural values are specific, tangible and mostly understandable. An individual or a society as a whole is able to change some regulations of culture as such, for example, to replace some traditions by others or create new traditions instead of the old ones. Therefore, culture can be generally estimated as the aggregate of many generations’ activities. In such a universal form, as a component of culture, religion remains unchangeable, and this does not have an impact on the advance and development of different spheres of culture. In case of separation of culture and religion, even theoretically, the latter would suffer most of all. 
Exceeding from the above said, I can suppose that religion should be sought for in culture, not otherwise.
