Rafig Aliyev

WHOSE SERVANT ARE YOU, MAN?


The answer is not difficult: man is God’s servant. It seems that the history of slavery starts from this. And this process has been and is still a human being’s present-day state. 

One paradoxical version is known for certain: any form of slavery brings man joy of existence, or what is more, he loves his master very much and is often ready to fight because of him to fulfill himself as a slave. 

A servant is not only the definition of rational creature’s state, but also his immutable foundation, laid by the initial cause. Our mission is to express and explain our viewpoint on the problem, which is definitely important for the God’s servant.  

We learn and start understanding some truth of our personal destination through clear and detailed description of historical facts, events and results of many scholars’ investigations. That’s, the clearer we express our thoughts, surmises and suppositions about our place in the Universe, the clearer we become both for ourselves and others. 

Naturally, the thought fits to the frames of general logic mankind accepts at any stages of its evolution and development of human society created by people. Thinking in a logically correct way within the limits of naturally available abilities, man is still under a delusion to some degree. For, based on scanty information from various sources, man aspires to make positive conclusions about life on earth and about man/God interrelations. True, man does not understand fully the true, natural reason of phenomena. For example, what the air is, why we do not see it, why its speed changes, what its power is or how the invisible, powerful, omnipotent God, having no physical qualities, rules the world, manages to watch every creature and to make appropriate decisions, to reward or to punish, or to keep the strict balance of celestial bodies, etc..

Naturally, some people may think these statements not to be correct in respect of faith, religion. But this is not so. This would be a delusion of those who do not want to understand life in its various manifestations. 

Nobody can deny the fact that great scientists’ profound scientific explanations of many problems, coming from human nature and environment are inexact by essence and form. Naturally, man’s superficial knowledge of his ego, at least, makes think that his mind and consciousness are not meant for deep and clear understanding of the essence of things, environment or, as most people think, of divinity. 

The absolute majority of people use their intellect and consciousness just for implementation of common functions of the organism and other people’s directions. Indeed, people do not often understand how much their cognition, ability to make one or another adequate decision are restricted. It seems to be quite real that many events in the world happen, not reaching our mind and consciousness. Thus there happen bloody wars, religious crusades, ceaseless injustice, more ‘skilful’ stealing, more sophisticated murder, long seclusion of daughters and their rape (recent events in Austria, where a citizen of the civilized country has kept his daughter in the basement and humiliated her for 25 years). This is not the first case. There are enough crimes of the kind. 

Well, what was the God’s servant created for? In general, whose servant is he? Is he a slave of One God alone or of many other cosmic creatures, the presence of which is spoken about by the ulema, is mentioned in the Old Testament, the Qur’an and recently deciphered Sumerian cuneiforms? Well, have scientists unraveled the mystery? 

The fact that God is not alone in heavens is disclosed in other holy scriptures, too. To all appearance, the others are angels. Therefore, the truth about life has been searched for everywhere for centuries, supposedly, to look it straight in the eye and to understand the meaning of existence. But where can you find such truth? Maybe, it is an invisible being and has never talked to slaves…, despite the fact that some daredevil hermits, monks, Sufis longed for this kind of communication with absolute truth. However, both religious fanatics and scientists fail in this. 

Therefore, I think one scientific method and hard labor we use to investigate mysteries of the universe and knowledge of its stable development are not enough. Present scientific, religious and theological methods, at best, cannot bring serious researches to their logical end, for the reason, at the minimum, that in their searches, different people proceed from various, often contrary prerequisites and viewpoints, and the attempts to bring them together or combine are unreal. 

So, several methods, directions, different viewpoints of leading ulema and scientists are needy to discover the essence of being or at least to learn the reasons of our origin. 

At that, apparently, such investigations should be based on real results of archeologists and those who are able to decipher the meaning of ancient cuneiforms like Sumerians’.   

We have a chance of this so far, and, of course, our questions are not restricted with this and searches do not end. Nevertheless, nearly all scientists believe that we are on the right path. 

I understand that the optimistic approach of the kind is important for complacency, self-satisfaction, maintenance of stimulus for further searches, findings, creative work…

The illusions about human freedom of body and sometimes spirit, thanks to intellect and consciousness, inspire many people. They give them a chance to spend their life with dignity and understanding that they were born to be human and to differ from other living beings, having a free choice, intellect and consciousness. 

However, no matter how we “torture” our mind to discover why the Almighty endowed us with mind and consciousness, only few people can surmise this, and intuitively, vaguely at that. 

If man is the God’s best creature and caliph on earth, according to the Qur’anic definition, and has only the status of the slave, servant, ‘a speaking tool’ meant for implementation of directions and instructions, then there arises a question without sure about natural reasonability of religious and power hierarchy, about the rich and the poor, earthly slaves and their earthly masters. Can ministers of world religions answer to the question, at least, about God’s servant’s involvement in the system of divinity parameters and human role and place on earth? 

Since the date of creation, man has born the burden of three slaveries at the minimum:

a) Before God;

b) Before himself and the one of the like (an employer, owner, i.e. the matter may be slavery of circumstances, labor slavery);

c) Before one’s passions, desires, driven in frameworks of religious duties.

I don’t understand why God endowed man with intellect and consciousness and did not consider it important to deprive him of some animal instincts initially inherent in him, counting just on the power of the mind. The history of human evolution shows that the rational mind is powerless before the needs of the physical body. On the contrary, the mind often increases man’s physical abilities to do good and evil alternately. Every day we witness and become convinced of the fact that not a beast can be compared with man in committing appalling crimes, heightened hatred, enmity and spite towards another person. 

One does not have to look far for examples. The war in Libya reveals a dangerous unity of the power of mind and animal instincts or the full absence of a useful relation between them. The instinct of destruction, killing, mockery of man, be him alive or dead, in this country prevails over the rest components of God’s servant’s essence. 

It is paradoxical that all these crimes are committed with the words ‘Allahu akbar!’ (‘Allah is great!’), by thus supposedly showing the world that not only the UNO, but the highest instance, the Almighty God, too, expressed their approval. 

As a matter of fact, slavery in one’s desires to do evil is dominant among other forms of slavery. The God’s servant’s duties described in the Qur’an do not stop him. Despite the Qur’anic instructions, Allah’s words, people on earth decline the intellect and consciousness Allah sent down to them and, strange as it may seem, the Almighty has to ‘reconcile’ with His servant’s free will under the condition of ruling euro-democracy, imposed by the North-Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in Libya and other countries. 

In this context the question ‘Whose servant is man?’ confuses our idea about the fact that man is only God’s servant, that God is the only and plenipotentiary lord of our bodies and souls. 

Nevertheless, we have got used to the system of relations, according to which the God’s servant obeys the earthly master. Without the latter, slaves are often doomed to death. 

Well, who and when should be considered the chief? This is a very complicated question. However, I would like to state with responsibility that thoughts of the kind should by no means be the ground for doubt as to God’s omnipotence. We are not talking about Him, but about ourselves, i.e. slaves, about our abilities to cognize the mysteries of being, birth and place we take in the Universe correspondingly. 

Does not this indicate the presence of some inequality of human triple slavery as well as the fact that at times one of the slave’s states may be of more importance than the others, including the slave’s position before God?

I think we have things to think over and to make conclusions about slaves’ relation to their masters. There can be plenty of conclusions, but this will not change the slave’s status a bit. Therefore, born a slave, man dies like any other living being, as a slave, having no rights and who accepts his death painfully! 

For centuries, faith in God and deeds, according to religious canons, have remained important factors not only in everyday life, but also for waging wars. All holy books say that we will not happen to learn the truth. 

However, despite this, religion has often become, directly or indirectly, the reason of many bloody wars in history, though there were cases when soldiers refused to shoot the enemy praying or serving another religious ritual, considering that to be a sinful deed. However, this unshakeable religious vow was broken during the 6-day Israeli-Arab war in June, 1967. 

So, most politicians and businessmen worldwide believe that if there are serious political and, particularly, financial interests, one should not be obsessed with religious canons, since Allah is Understanding, Forgiving, Generous. He will understand His poor slave’s deeds, the slave who cannot cast off the fetters of his body, which overrode the soul, too. 

Taking into consideration all this, I have come to conclusion that everything that happens in man’s life is inside him, at the level of his instincts acting in accordance with eternal laws independent on his will. 

Any living being follows this order of things. Holy instructions do not change. Even after man has been endowed with intellect and consciousness, the laws remain unchanged. To all appearance, for this reason the intellect and consciousness the Almighty endowed man with just for an experiment, as I think, are unable to overcome the instincts. 

The possibility of this kind of life course was not laid down in man initially. The intellect and consciousness do not provide for and do not include uncompromising struggle with personal instincts vital for human life sustenance. The intellect and consciousness have always been and are secondary attributes of man often called rational ‘creature’, as a certain special hint for invariability of his state as eternal slave. 

Apparently, man himself determines the priorities of slavery forms in accordance with religious canons, depth of faith and understanding. 

P.S. Dear reader! Taking into consideration the fact that the month of Ramadan is over, the holiday took place, and, perhaps, some of you really got rid of small sins and feel participating in the great month, the sultan of all the months, I dared to make public my opinion. I rely upon your positive taste of perception, sense of delicate humor approved by heavenly forces, with using abilities of intellect and consciousness. 

Since they must display themselves and do good for people’s relationship. 

‘Judge no lest ye be judged!’ is a divine motto of all religions. Therefore, please, read what I have written as a view of one of your slavery brothers, because you know that the supreme judge is the Creator. Therefore, let the Almighty judge. I think this is for the better, for some slaves’ judgment over other slaves takes place in accordance with the laws adopted by people, and so they may probably be mistaken. 

Every decision may be on non-divine nature, what is contradictory to religious canons. I am for this kind of interrelations among people – God’s servants! 

Dear sisters and brothers! 

I congratulate you on successful end of the struggle against one of the three statuses of slavery, because you know that man has been responsible for triple slavery since the day of birth. 

Man has to work, i.e. to carry out slave functions, in order to exist. 

During the Muslims’ holy month of Ramadan, your pleasantly surprising success in the hard struggle against the ‘ego’, passions and desires inherent in the human being and, in my view, displaying themselves before the intellect and consciousness, cannot leave anybody, including me, indifferent. Let the Almighty as the chief Slaver multiply your efforts, take into account the results of your labor and strengthen your will for you to be able to overcome your natural instincts. It seems to me that the Almighty overlooked the order of establishing firm connection between our mind and physical needs. 

God did not tell us about simple, understandable rules and laws of specific interrelation between mind and emotions for unknown reasons. 

Therefore, it is not surprising that some ulema and scholars dare to think that God’s heavenly ‘assistants’ underestimated the capabilities of our intellect as an element differing us from the rest of the living world… 

To ‘improve’ the rational creature, God has been sending a dozen of holy scriptures and prophets, who long for developing our inner relations, synchronizing the work of intellect and heart, taking into consideration our actions, deeds and mode of life under His control. The month of Ramadan is apparently one of these important divine activities…

So, accept my congratulations and wish of good, strengthening of will as a potential fighter for independence on your body, for establishment of closer relations of the mind and heart.

Glory to the body which overcame the mind and endured 30-day difficulties with dignity! Be happy reasonably!

Sincerely, 

the supporter of freedom 

from any form of slavery, 

your brother Rafig Aliyev!                  
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