“If Russia did not contain Wahhabites and Extremists, we would have had serious conflicts with Islamists long ago”

Rafig Aliyev: “We shall have to suppress some of our suburban settlements on which Iran has influence” 
The “Eurovision-2012” international song contest is over and thank God. Frankly speaking, the majority of Azeri population prayed the Almighty for a speedy successful end of the “Eurovision” as during that period they were feared because of plenty of information about Islamists’ threat to commit acts of terror in Baku to destabilize the situation and discredit Azerbaijan before the world community. 

But, as the saying goes, the danger is over! However, it has turned out that Islamists did not joke. Special intelligence services of Azerbaijan staved off imminent acts of terror and neutralized armed bands of fundamentalist trend of 40 persons who tried not only to perform an act of sabotage but also an attempt on the president Ilham Aliyev’s life. At the same time, several Iran-trained radical Shiites, calling the local population to boycott the contest, because it is “associated with sexual minorities”, were arrested. Prof. Rafig Aliyev, theologian, Director General of the Center for Islamic Studies, is commenting upon the present situation. 

· At the moment Azerbaijan is threatened with danger from Russia, I mean Caucasian republics. If Russia did not contain Wahhabites and Extremists, we would have had serious conflicts with Islamists long ago.

· Do you really believe that the events in Dagestan can spread to Azerbaijan, too? 
· This may happen if Islamists are not contrasted with a normal balanced policy. 

· What do you mean under normal balanced policy?

· Balanced policy is external policy, first of all, provision of freedom of religion. Whether the Azerbaijanis will accept foreign ideology or not depends on this. As a matter of fact, today in Azerbaijan there are people who accept suggestions from abroad – Wahhabites, Shiites, Sunnites financed from abroad. All these trends can be liquidated, of course, but maximum effort is needy for that. 

· How do you assess the struggle against radical Sunnites and Shiites in Azerbaijan?

· The struggle is really carried on, but we should take preventive measures, carry out retraining, reorientation of forms of interrelations. Capture of members of armed bands is fire and means some lateness of actions. If normal work had been organized, this would not have happened. That’s, law enforcement agencies work well, but other structures are behindhand. 

· Is there misgiving concerning religious prejudices in Azerbaijan today? On the one hand, Iranian Shiites have activated, on the other hand, the Wahhabites. Who is more terrifying? 

· Naturally, here the political aspect against which Islam is used is present. There are no other variants. If the situation about religion is aggravated, anyway, the Shiites will be the first by activity and number. Iran has more chances to influence the situation in Azerbaijan. But, this is avoidable if our apologies for politicians are not allowed to interfere in external affairs of Iran (I mean the origination of the national liberation movement in Iran). Everything is alright on the level of neighboring policy, but not alright on the level of separate politicians. The population of Azerbaijan, too, is opposing Iran. This will not bring to good. 

· This is so if our relations are considered as ideal. What if to take the reality into account, what consequences is it fraught with? 

· The reality of the situation indicates that it will be aggravated. We shall have to arrest more and more people and fight against religious trends. We shall have to suppress some suburban settlements on which Iran has influence or southern districts. The situation is complicated. 

· People always speak about Islamic terrorism, while there is Christian terrorism, too. 
· Because the US and European ideology requires the image of enemy. It has nothing to do with Islam; terrorism is just attributed to Islam. In the past, the USSR was the enemy of Europe and the West, now it is Islam. It is silly to hope that the enemy of West will disappear one day. 

· Among the youth of Northern Caucasian republics there are a lot of people ready to sacrifice themselves for the sake of ideology. Are there many people among the Azerbaijani population ready to become Shahid (a martyr) for religion?

· The psychology of an Azerbaijani is different from that of an inhabitant of the Northern Caucasus. We are not nationalists and shall not sacrifice ourselves for the sake of political ideology. However, there can be tens of religious fanatics ready to be martyrs. Shahids are trained, driven to the state that they become ready to sacrifice themselves for lofty ideals. 

· Are there clandestine religious organizations recruiting youth in Azerbaijan?

· I think, there are such organizations without sure. Moreover, if earlier they were in embryo, today they are full-grown organizations. We should be ready for their possible signs of existence. 

· How do you assess Elshad Iskandarov’s appointment as new Chairman of the State Committee for the work with religious organizations?

· Normal. He should have been assigned before. Elshad Iskandarov is a diplomat, political figure, worked much with youth. He knows the policy of Muslim states. From this point of view, for this position, a diplomat politician is more wanted than a person knowing religion in details. Religion only plays the role of ideological basis. For example, Iran can influence Azerbaijan only by means of religion.                 

