Conscience and faith

Freedom of conscience… What is it? Who thought it up? Why do people often call upon conscience? Can all human actions be measured by conscience – the inner voice of man?
Ancient sages had searched for the answers to these questions for centuries and there are still some persons continuing their quest. Since conscience is not a material, but virtual substance which is amenable to human dimensions, then it is impossible to define it exactly in the reality of our time. 

By definition, man cannot catch “a free bird” called conscience which is always in motion and flight. However, this has never prevented people from expressing their opinion about this virtual substance which is invisible but very important for us. I, too, decided to try. If I achieve my goal, it will be great, if no, I will look for new ways to understand it. 

In my view, conscience is a pure result of the heart as a source of divine energy. It stays in it until man is alive and determines his deeds as a reasonable creature.

A person has two basic sources of all senses, information, and remainder, inside. These are heart and brains, i.e. quite material parts of human body. They are very different from each other in their functions. Like faith, conscience is near heart, so to speak, in its “orbit”. 

A bad conscience and weak faith or their absence is a force majeure situation when, having broken “orbital” space enclosing the heart, the brains prevents the heart from doing good deed. When somebody is said that “his conscience is not clear”, “he does not have faith, too”, this means that the person’s deed generating from heart has been subject to a negative influence of a pragmatic mind and he changed the essence of the heart’s decision cardinally. 
The heart is a source of conscience, emotions, love, hate, etc. Everything God gave and refers to spirituality is gathered in heart. Mind, too, is given by God, but He does not control its actions, and nothing was programmed in it beforehand. It has a free choice and fully depends on a person, on relations between mind and consciousness, i.e. two differential elements of an individual’s reasonableness. The heart does not have such dependence, i.e. conscience defines, on its own, its place in the life of man who often ignores its outbursts, trying to drive it inside or to cancel the action caused by conscience. 

This happens to ones whose will is weak or whose heart is hardened, because it is locked by pragmatic mind. 

Therefore, most people, including religious figures, who are busy with different concerns of not-religious nature, have to act in accordance with their mind, separating the material from the spiritual. Therefore, they have a difficulty in giving a definition to conscience. It is very difficult to communicate in public with this alien and incomprehensible substance. We often observe this on TV.  

Two main constituents of human spirituality are conscience and love. Faith is often a total of these complicated elements. When we say “freedom of conscience”, we mean something, coming from heart, without “touch” or correction by mind. The same happens to faith. Without knowing what conscience is, it is impossible to believe consciously. 

Without conscience, a person becomes a non-believer. This is an organic connection of conscience and faith. Nobody has managed to change anything in this “liaison”. 

Conscience is connected with human faith most of all. They are equal by their purity. But there are mind and consciousness which can change the essence of these emotions. Yielding to mind, a person betrays conscience, bringing down the degree of his faith. 

If the mind has a chance of substantial supremacy, conscience and faith will suffer, as their natural essence is hurt. In this case a person becomes dangerous for society. Conscience cannot fit the framework of any, even super stringent, earthly laws. 

By its destination and essence, conscience and faith are synonyms. Therefore, maybe, they say about freedom of conscience, not of faith, for better understanding. The law about the interrelation of religion (as a separate structure) and state is called the law on freedom of religion. However, these two points are not the same as freedom of conscience, and the law does not say about this. 
The phrase “to act according to one’s conscience” is equivalent to “to act according to God’s law”, i.e. the source of faith is God’s will at the end. Both the conscience and faith are not subject to and correspondently not controlled by human pragmatic mind. 

The latter appeared later and, having personal spheres of application, is, as a rule, an obstructive element violating the natural purity of faith and conscience. Naturally, most people, even worldly-wise religious figures confuse these two notions without understanding how the person’s inner state with faith and conscience can be separated. 

Faith and conscience are not accessible, and despite their full freedom, they cannot be subject to public laws. Even being opposed to the rules of society, the conscience suffers in its own way. It has no other chance. There are two ways: either to appeal to the mind through losing its essence or to humiliate a person finally. The mind can do this, while conscience cannot. 
Actually, it is impossible to limit or expand the space for conscience. This is equivalent to saying: “Don’t think!”. Therefore, when some educated people confuse conscience with faith, people having less knowledge of religion have mess in their heads. 

Without making clear both of them, it is impossible to find out and intuitively divide, at least for oneself, the essential characteristics of these close substances. Here, the doors of cognition of the essence of conscience and faith are closed. The beams of light of knowledge are not thrown on such a person. He does not often suspect this, while from an outsider’s viewpoint the absence of beams is very noticeable.         

