FAITH DOES NOT JOKE

When faith is absent, life becomes problematic

All we know the recent difficult events when some non-standard (not to say anything bad) representatives of the mankind – artists, journalists – not having anything worthy for self-expression, aspire to become famous for outright outrage against prophets, pontiffs, patriarchs, respected, honored real historical personalities sacred for the believers. This is unacceptable. 

In the light of this, I would like to share my thoughts about how much important it is to respect the people of other faiths, world-view and perception of the initial cause of the Universe. All this usually comes from two sources – heart and mind, soul and consciousness. The notions are almost synonymic in ordinary meaning. Like the human body, they include cosmic energy providing vital activity of the living being on Earth. The overwhelming majority of people believe that the life energy is the divine will and it rules over the world. Science does not know the evidence of the contrary. Therefore, the absence of scientific evidence of the appearance of life on Earth makes us concede religious explanation which most people trust in their own ways. This state is faith.

As an immaterial, intangible notion, having no specific estimation criteria, by logic, faith should be chaotic and uncontrollable in the good sense. It should not have and does not have space for restrictions, strict norms and dogmata. Faith is rather a space without clear-cut limits. It starts and ends in the soul, i.e. in a person’s inner space until he is alive. In my understanding, this is the heart that comprises life energy from the end of the 4-month period of pregnancy when the heart starts beating. The soul, as a more abstract notion, can comprise the whole Universe.

Religion, created on the basis of faith for regulating the interrelations of people, first of all, believers, is a conservative notion and the easily memorable system of rules, canons, prohibitions and permits. It can fit to the logic of the individual’s conduct and mode of life easily, i.e. it is a strict norm of rules for every person and for all people in general. It is a structure full of different elements of being – a circle, triangle, square – as you like. Unlike faith, the initial cause, this structure has clear parameters of the permitted and the prohibited.

Religion is directed, first of all, at discipline and individual adaption to principles and rules accepted in society. Naturally, by performing this important duty, it does not rule out some restriction of the believer’s actions, what is the main function of the religion, in my view.

Faith, as the only and basic source of religion, the system of values, does not have visual or hidden hitches, thorny or inermous border lines. The wings of faith may both take you high into the heaven and into the depth of earth. It gives a virtual chance of creating an infinite individual world of being, “weeding” the ways to God.

The history of appearance and development of mankind convinces that the way to human consciousness is through his heart as the basis of initial emotions. The mind is a storage estimating the received information and, of course, society with the inherent system of political structure of life and state. 

However, faith and religion are not enough for all this. Here a specific area is needed to be covered than an unlimited zone of religious influence. Sometimes, the secular ideology set forth by a group of citizens of one or another state may turn into a peculiar religion caused by necessity and need of life in society. This was observed in the USSR, and the same is observed in present China and India. However, it became clear that even in the USSR, where justice and incorruptibility were proclaimed and where everything was built on people’s welfare, only body could be bought for money. The soul is outside financial and other welfare. Here, the physical influence is no success, for the soul is a particular substance.

It is well-known and proved that it is impossible to make man believe or love. It is indeed impossible principally. There is the heart energy field in the soul, which could be won only by mutual concord, peaceful talks, return aura full of love and faith, which will become “hearty” with time. This is the so-called ‘inclusion’, figuratively, penetration into another person’s inner life, his soul. This is a sort of a door to another space where a stranger may only have a small cell. This is a long but only right way to the heart desire of those who intend to win the heart of a close person, i.e. figuratively, to touch the strings of his heart. 

If the aims are noble and are not directed at faith oppression, the heart will return good without fail. If the person’s actions are directed against another person’s faith, against his established life principles, resentment or tragedy is inevitable. Everything in the world is based on something or somebody. The faith of Muslims, they are more than a billion, is based, mainly, on the prophet Mohammed’s authority and righteous mode of life. The Muslims do not only honor, but also defend this initial cause, even at the cost of their lives. 

Just imagine that there is not the prophet’s authority and people stopped believing in him by virtue of the attempts of journalists, humorists, writers, politicians and cartoonists lost in the sense of faith. As a result, one billion Muslims lose the guideline of conduct, the source of morality, example of the worthiest, righteous man for imitation, real historical personality at once.

It is not a difficulty to foresee the results. The very first victims of such a ‘zigzag’ of public consciousness will become dangerous for the surroundings. Some people will lose deterrents, restricting their urge towards permissiveness. The prophet-related everything will disappear in a blink and become inaccessible for an ordinary believer. In the situation the majority of human community will face spontaneous, uncontrollable tragedies, violence and killings. The anger of those deprived of the guideline of moral and ethical values will not sit in idleness and wait for critics’ insight or, I am afraid, the advent of a new prophet. According to the Holy Qur’an, no prophets will come any more. So, it is senseless to wait for them. This is an important distinction of Islam from other world religions. In this sense, Christians waiting for the second advent of Jesus Christ are ‘luckier’. But we are talking about Islam today. 

For these simple and clear reasons, those offending the Muslims’ prophet should realize at the minimum what danger they subject themselves and other people to. I am prone to think that none of billion fanatical believers will be really sorry for those who suffered as a result of mass people’s religious feelings. At least, people will take this in different ways, sometimes in mutually exclusive ways.

We can judge about this by the events related to the mysterious death of the writer Rafig Tagi, which most people relate with his anti-Islamic statements. I have touched upon this because of the freshness of the fact of murder and people’s opinions about it. I think the deceased Rafig Tagi did not manage to escape the mistake when he, despite evident senselessness and lack of any prospect, demonstratively and openly offended believers. As a writer, he should have guessed that nowadays not a community is ready to accept ‘revelations’ of the kind quietly, especially as when the matter is faith which does not joke and, unfortunately, does not forgive, despite its essence. 

History knows a lot of facts indicating that most people may regard the offence of faith as offence of their honor, i.e. their purely personal relations with God and His prophets. It is not difficult to understand this, tough most people feign that this is not so. 

Man is valued by his existence, deeds and actions. Most people’s reproaches and, in some cases, attempted murders should make some French, English, Netherlanders, Norwegians, Danes and others from other countries think well before doing an antireligious offensive deed. Apparently, most of people neglecting these established traditions do not know what man/faith interrelations are. Despite the efforts of some scholars, atheists or non-believers, most people have faith. Especially those, who believe virtually, irrespective of the fact whether everything they believe in exists in reality or not. 

We also perceive half the fact that when faith is absent, life may become problematic. There is not a simple clear answer to the change of the meaning of life, human being. This vital question has not been studied till the end yet. So, do we need to create an unsolvable problem for believing society?

Coming from the logic, I would like to say: leave the prophets alone! Find another occupation for you. This is my conscious suggestion for you: think again and again before unacceptance of prophets or religion in you gets an access to information space. There are a great deal of objects in our life which can draw out attention and make our knowledge and desires evident, thus doing good for yourself and the whole world a piece of which we are.
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