THE ARCHEOLOGY OF MEDIEVAL “SPIRITUALITY”

By the example of Azerbaijan
It is generally known that the study of the history of Islam and especially the Islamization takes root in the early Middle Ages. Like Judaism and Christianity, Islam is in the pleiad of three religions of Abraham. This left a diverse mark on the process of appearance, forming and final foundation of such an important object of studies as Islam. There appeared new spheres of science, like “Islamic studies” (ulum islemi) or “religious sciences” (ulum dini). 

The active character of the new religion already defined the forms and methods of a difficult, long and problematic existence of the three religions having serious contradictions and fundamental distinctions in Mohammed’s life. In that state Islam reached the Turkic-speaking population of the South Caucasus where Christianity had existed in the Albanian and Abkhazian and Georgian states since the IV century. 

The islamization process in the Caucasus was painless and without bloody long-lasting wars. Academician Ziya Buniyatov wrote about this being based on controvertible facts of those times. However, one question is still unsolved: why has not Christianity been able to conquer the Turkic-speaking population for four centuries? Why does this happen and how did Islam manage to fill up this “empty niche” so rapidly and nearly in full? These questions draw attention today, too, in the century of confrontations of world civilizations on which religious convictions and religions as structures of faith, Judaism, Christianity and Islam are “deservedly” based. 

Nowadays, religion cannot take old positions, though the attempts are frequent and, as a matter of fact, they are taken at the level of nations’ policy of Christian and Islamic worlds. This kind of situation indicates existing real prerequisites of spiritual impoverishment of whole nations what may have a negative effect on interrelations among nations, including Azerbaijan as the first “station” of Islam in the Caucasus and Central Asia as a whole. 

Scholars of the Middle Ages did not manage to find the answer to this question; I haven’t found, too, serious facts testifying my suppositions about extra incentives or, maybe, reasons of adoption of Islam in historical Azerbaijan in the VII century. However, some aspects of mode of life, customs and characteristics of the Turkic-speaking population of the South I have studied may be the key in these searches. Christianity according to the apostle Thaddeus who preached in Azerbaijan was opposite, like today, to our ancestry’s mode of life. Servile submission, abstention from earthy life, redemption of a non-committed sin, fear before dishonorable priests were not pleasant to freedom-loving, individualistic tribes of the South Caucasus spiritually united with one common means of communication – the Turkic language. Besides, in my view, they were not ready to abandon their convictions close to fire worshipping which they regarded to be freedom for them. As a matter of fact, they were looking for faith and religion. For them, Islam seemed to be a more convenient religion and protection from Christianity. 

I do not rule out the important factors like the absence of a whole state, policy, economy, but at the same time I do not see in them the main and only reason of adoption and further spread of Islam in Azerbaijan in VII century. I am interested in the spiritual component of the historical turnabout in our ancestors’ life most of all. Actually, for 14 centuries of the spread of Islam the religious scenery in the spiritual space has not changed seriously. Just a new system of relationship appeared which united Azerbaijan with the first powerful and large Muslim state – the Arabic caliphate which was a save protection from religious temptations of neighboring states. 

