Lost values 

Can we diversify our life outside moral values?

Our generation which lived in the Soviet Union has not able to forget, to outlast the values of that epoch formed for many decades because of its sudden collapse. The complex of our then moral values was roughly and forcedly interrupted. Deprived of habitual values, moral and ethical norms, we did not get anything positive and specific instead.

However, we got a chance for “free flight” of thought and actions, though without clear-cut guidelines. We have tried and still try to keep “the tail” of old, habitual values because we do not have any new and acceptable thing. However, they weaken day after day under the pressure of European standards and rules. We feel this process, motion, which rather should be called anti-motion. And probably, for this reason we cannot refuse completely and irretrievably what has been a yardstick of our deeds, actions and core of socialistic being.

Now, understanding our state, estimating the loss of values of everyday life, we observe the things happening around us in society and world with sorry. We are involuntary eyewitnesses of some vague transition to peculiar non-existence, indefiniteness which does not have anything more precious for our generation, of course, than something we have had, which we try to save not to be lost in new conditions. We have got used to definiteness, bright though illusory future which cannot be talked about today. We have difficulty in even estimating the present situation, let alone future perspectives. 

Now, we, grown up and experienced people, parting with past days’ morality are worried about the destiny of our children and grandchildren. As they develop and get new portions of information, they are unable to keep their attention on a specific thing, as they go together with the stream not being able to regulate it, make slow its speed or direction. They have not had and still do not have a complex of moral, ethical and everyday values. Strange as it may seem, nobody is interested in the emptiness of moral space as if it should be this way. 

However, feeling as a part of common motion, they think that this will lead them to a logical end the place and role of which is not predictable or grounded from the viewpoint of mind and logic of development. The rapid growth of science, technologies does not leave time to think about their essence. The present youth may only acquire new methods of getting information in the flow of which you may find everything, including pleasure, satisfaction of passion, lust. The information space has a full set of opportunities to verify one’s life, often without leaving home. The intellect of the youth is obscured with current changes, everyday hourly enrichment with new methods of getting and passing information which hardly has system values. 

In my view, if to think the way most people do nowadays, the values as well as constraints are absent at all. Instead of true values, most of young people get their counterfeits taken with great interest in most parts of the world covered by the Web. 

The world became very common, very near than ever, and individuality gives way to pseudovalues the essence of which is not to have specific guidelines, personal rules of game, mode of life which differ from common impersonal space of ethical norms, rules of conduct in society. The immense world of human lives and relations has turned into a small yard, an exclusive space which is placed in the heart of the computer. Good or bad, this is so. Let everybody judge himself. Personality, I would not like to replace a habitual space with a narrow stripe or string on the computer screen. Common ownership of everything which could be within every person’s interests leads to deletion of deferential lines which used to underline individuality, variety of cultures, mode of life, religions, rites and traditions. 

That world was more interesting. The absence of personal, national distinctions destroys every individual thing leaving just one chance – to join the common flow in which nobody can find lost values and feel oneself a personality, in other words, everything we used to call “Stanovoi Range” of our moral wealth, means in society, family, friendship and love. 

Enmity and anger, too, would have outlines and limits. Today we have to live without serious guidelines, tangible limits of transition from some cultural values to others. Even wars and conflicts are waged without rules and morality. 

However, our searches are continuing and I am sure that sooner or later we will find a common thing that will help to build bridges between generations, since it is impossible to imagine our existence without limits and connecting lines, without visible strong connection with people whom we call new generation, our followers, our successors… 

I think the above-said is a bitter reminder and inner protest which are not talked about but it is necessary to speak out about that as louder and openly as possible because I am sure that there are many people thinking and worrying the way I do. Keeping silent and not speaking about this would mean a conciliatory position, agreement to changes taking place in morality and ethics of our society and children, new growing generation. This is the basic reason of my public address to readers…                        

