“He thanked me for the truth … with tears in his eyes…”
The end of war in Syria?! The question by a deputy, a scholar from Syria, representative of a smaller nation of friends, living in the country, took by surprise many participants of the international conference held on the initiative of the Universal Peace Federation in Jerusalem on the 19th -22nd of December. The question is not rhetoric; it is more than specific and interesting not only for those who are fighting for their country, life and Syrians’ welfare, but also for those who organize, finance and demand deceitfully the fire of civil war in Syria not to go out. You will find the answer to the question at the end of the article. Now, let’s examine everything in succession. All political valiant figures of the West and the East are breaking a lance over the settlement of the Syrian problem. I am taking upon myself the responsibility for what I am going to say: not a country involved in the so-called peaceful process called “Geneva-2” is thinking seriously about the end of the bloody conflict, imposed on Syrians by outside forces. Strange as it may seem, the Syrians’ red blood that turned black and shed on the earth of numerous great ancestors, is pleasant for many people, not to say for all the parties, except the Syrian peaceful population. 
More or less significant international organization work out and set forward their proposals called “Peaceful initiatives on the Syrian conflict” on different conferences and meetings. 
I took part in one of similar conferences. The aim of the conference was double: first, to learn the opinion of leading experts in religion and politics on the Syrian problem; second, to express one’s opinion at this high-level international forum,  which experts from 45 countries, from Australia and the USA to Japan, China and Europe, took place in. 
The title of the forum “International Cooperation for Peace” corresponded to the peaceful promising atmosphere of the conference. It made an impression that the participants, indeed, believed and wanted to assist in the solution of the Syrian tragedy, by exerting every effort of religious figures and those who intend to believe the influence of religion is more preferable than other important components suggested for the agenda of scholars, public figures and religious leaders, respected in their own countries and abroad. Salute and praise to those who considered the problem more important than their own concerns and came from far away (Australia, the USA, Japan, Korea – from 45 countries) to make a contribution for peace in the world!

As a matter of fact, the atmosphere of friendship, solidarity, mutual understanding and hope made every participant significant, at least in their opinion. I was pleasantly surprised with everybody’s kindness, positive aura and pleased with the fact that there is a grain of my good intention, love and concern about Syrian people, among which I had to work in the 80s of the last century. The memory of staying in that country makes part of my thoughts, ideas and positive emotions… 
On the second day, expressing my vision of the problem solution, I stated openly that “the conflict is not religious at all”, in order to have some influence upon the participants of the Geneva-2 conference to be held in January, 2014. I stated that the conflict is purely political and the role of religion and religious figures of the world is very meagre. I said: “Against the background of the loss of moral, ethic and family values in the world, lowering of religious figures’ influence in Europe and use of religion for training fighters and suicide bombers in the East, especially in neighboring countries and donor-states, the intention seems to be more than naïve and does not have a chance for a positive constituent of the general and specific approach of the participants of the Geneva-2 peaceful conference. 
Despite the fact that this viewpoint, different from others, upset the forum participants, especially when I listed the prolonged bloody wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, which have lasted for years, the participants still came to realize the reality of a real pragmatic relation to the Syrian problem and to processes going on in the Greater Middle East… 
Much was spoken, many suggestions and projects were made, up to sending them to the organizers of the forthcoming Geneva conference for peace in Syria. However, on the final stage of the second day, the Jerusalem conference participants agreed with the obvious fact that the world religions, confessing monotheism and peace among nations, will hardly change the geopolitical interests of great powers, associated with big capital, surrounded with iron bulletproof wall, protecting the very capital. They are kept in the background of multiway complex combinations of 7-8 countries, which wish to snatch own share from the Syrians’ tragedy. The matter is not compassion of course, but real geopolitical constituents of the bloody conflict. 
The international conference “International Cooperation for Peace in Syria” made what it must have done: wide exchange of opinions took place, different visions of problem solutions and specific recommendations were given, and there was carried a final resolution on the forum participants’ intention to solve the Syrian conflict peacefully without shaking the already shattered world order. Thus, the Universal Federation for Peace celebrated the 20th anniversary on a peaceful note and demonstrated that for the last years, hundreds or thousands of people have been living with the ideas of peace and concord, thanks to the activities and incredible efforts to do their best for the solution of difficult problems mankind is facing: to change people’s consciousness towards peaceful co-existence, to avoid conflicts and wars there where human peaceful potential can be used. I think that is the most important thing, which makes the organization different from similar international structures, having the same goals. 
As to the answer to the above-given question, as a realist, I can say that I do not see the end of the war in the nearest 10-15 years. It will turn into protracted civil war, bringing many tragedies to Syrian nations! The example of Nagorno-Karabakh, Afghanistan, Iran, and Libya is a serious undisputable fact for speaking about the course of such hot and so-called “frozen” conflicts and wars in the Middle East and South Caucasus. 
The forum participant from Syria, who asked the question, agreed with my answer with tears in his eyes and thanked me for the truth, which is bitter for his country and people… I felt inner emptiness for the first time in my life in front of the reality of our times. And my sympathy towards him was boundless when he squeezed my hand during the break and uttered with difficulty: “Allah sees everything!” 

This is the reality of our hard time, dear readers! I am sorry about the sad ending of the article; Allah knows I don’t like it.
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